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Cherry County Planning Commission Minutes
October 6, 2026

Cherry County Courthouse Meeting Room

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 pm CDST by Chairman Duane Kime in the
advertised location of the Cherry County Courthouse Meeting Room.

Roll Call

Roll call was taken. The following members were present: Chad Tetherow, Bill Wachob,
Gordon Witte, Marla Shelbourn, Gary MacLeod, Duane Kime, Gary Swanson arrived at 4:33
pm. Absent was: Sherri Bacon and Wade Andrews. Also present were Jane Stolzenburg,
Interim Zoning Administrator, and various members of the public.

The Open Meetings Act was noted as well as verification of proper advertisement for the
meeting. The meeting was advertised in the Valentine Midland News, September 9 and
September 30 and Midland News Facebook page.

Approval of minutes

Marla S. made a motion to approve the September 1, 2026 meeting minutes as presented.
Seconded by Gordon W. Roll call vote was taken. Bill W. - Yes, Gordon W. - Yes, Gary M. -
Yes, Duane K. - Yes, Sherri B. - Absent, Gary S —Yes, Chad T. - Yes, Marla S. - Yes, Wade A. -
Absent. Motion carried 7-2 absent.

Public Comment
Two members of the public commented.
Old Business

Gary M. had handed out a pamphlet at the meeting on September 1 regarding Knox
County banning wind and Solar. Gary M. made a motion to allow private wind & solar
development in Cherry County and not allow commercial wind and solar developments
that are built to sell electricity to utility providers for the following reasons: strong voter
opposition during public meetings and hearings, safety concerns including fire and water
quality issues, conflict with the rural, agricultural character of Cherry County, the inability
of Valentine sands to support these structures, negative impacts to physical and mental
health of nearby residents and decreased property values of adjacent properties. The
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motion Gary M. handed out to the board members included 24 findings of fact but did not
read the entire handout. Marla S. clarified that Gary M. handed that out to be added to the
zoning regulations. Gary M. affirmed that was his intent. Gordon W. seconded the motion.
The finding of facts were read by the Interim Zoning Administrator as presented by Gary M
and are attached to the minutes. Discussion followed, Marla S. would like to have this
inserted under section 614. Marla S. amended the motion to include under section 6.14
allow private wind & solar development in Cherry County and not allow commercial wind
and solar developments that are built to sell electricity to utility providers for the following
reasons: strong voter opposition during public meetings and hearings, safety concerns
including fire and water quality issues, conflict with the rural, agricultural character of
Cherry County, the inability of Valentine sands to support these structures, negative
impacts to physical and mental health of nearby residents and decreased property values
of adjacent properties. Gary M. seconded the motion. Chad T. moved to amend Marla S.
amendment to stop at the word providers and to remove wind as the solar regulations were
the point of discussion. The Interim Zoning Administrator re-read the amended, amended
motion: Move to include under 6.14 to allow private solar development in Cherry County
and not allow commercial solar developments that are built to sell electricity to utility
providers. Marla S. seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Sherri B. — Absent, Gary S. - No,
Marla S. - Yes, Chad T. - Yes, Gary M. - Yes, Bill W. - Yes, Gordon W. - Yes, Wade A. -
Absent, Duane K. - No. Motion carried 5 Yes, 2 No, 2 Absent. Roll call vote on Marla S.
amendment: Duane K-No, Gordon W. —Yes, Sherri B. - Absent, Marla S. - Yes, Gary S. -
No, Chad T. - Yes, Wade A. — Absent, Bill W. - Yes, Gary M. —Yes. Motion carried 5 Yes, 2 No,
2 Absent. Roll call vote on Gary M. original motion as amended: Chad T. -Y, Gary S. - No,
Sherri B. — Absent, Bill W. — Abstain, Marla S. - Yes, Wade A. — Absent, Gary M. - Yes, Duane
K. -No, Gordon W. —Yes. Motion carried 4 Yes, 2 No, 1 Abstain, 2 Absent.

New Business

Exempting Individual solar conversion systems (ISCS) 6.14.03 from the regulations was
discussed as well as verifying the individual solar definition. It was the consensus of the
Planning Commission in section 6.14.04 Neighborhood Solar Conversion Systems under
number 1 - keep letters A and C and strike the remainder. Strike numbers 2, 3 and 4. Strike
6.14.05, Commercial Solar Conversion Systems, 6.14.06, Large Solar Farms.

Marla S. moved to table further work on wind regulations until the next meeting. Duane K.
seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Chad T. - Yes, Gary M. - Yes, Marla S. - Yes, Gordon
W. - Yes, Bill W. —Yes, Wade A. — Absent, Gary S. - Yes, Duane K. —Yes, Sherri B. - Yes.
Motion carried 7 Yes, 2 Absent.
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Communications

Interim Zoning Administrator reminded the Planning Commission about a training
opportunity from the NPZA and to send an email to the zoning office to be added to the
attendee list.

Reports and Recommendations

Duane K. shared information from Keith Marvin regarding data centers to be considered
when the regulations are discussed.

Excused Absences

Duane K. made a motion to excuse Wade A and Sherri B. from the meeting. Marla S.
seconded the motion. Roll call was taken: Gordon W. - Yes, Duane K. - Yes, Gary M. - Yes,
Wade A. - Absent, Marla S. - Yes, Bill W. - Yes, Sherri B. — Absent, Gary S. - Yes, Chad T. -
Yes.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 6:17 pm.
Jane Stolzenburg

Interim Zoning Administrator



