










Fund Fund Name Beginning Balance Collections Disbursements Fund Transfers Ending Balance
0100 COUNTY GENERAL 1,294,055.55 113,903.21 -300,514.04 0.00 1,107,444.72
0200 COUNTY ROAD 1,035,831.16 190,211.40 -371,853.36 0.00 854,189.20
0500 EMERGENCY BRIDGE 523,508.82 1,062.63 -2,325.00 0.00 522,246.45
0650 HIGHWAY STREET/BRIDGE BUYBACK 726,642.34 0.00 -14,881.25 0.00 711,761.09
0990 VISITORS PROMOTION 109,707.10 20,068.45 -13,502.36 0.00 116,273.19
0995 VISITORS IMPROVEMENTS 1,345,615.31 8,068.44 0.00 0.00 1,353,683.75
1150 REGISTER OF DEEDS P&M FUND 17,999.14 320.00 0.00 0.00 18,319.14
1275 HEALTH INSURANCE CLAIM FUND 858,345.26 55,516.50 -24,245.21 0.00 889,616.55
1900 VETERANS AID 4,350.88 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,350.88
2050 BOOKMOBILE 150,121.71 439.67 -9,427.08 0.00 141,134.30
2375 DRUG & ALCOHOL 22,670.32 0.00 0.00 0.00 22,670.32
2500 GRANTS 139,935.03 0.00 -74,976.18 0.00 64,958.85
2575 DISASTER 556,448.97 0.20 0.00 0.00 556,449.17
2580 COVID AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN 718,292.96 701.04 0.00 0.00 718,994.00
2650 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 59,269.98 19,502.06 -11,473.12 0.00 67,298.92
2700 INHERITANCE TAX 2,526,176.98 11,379.62 -10,504.00 0.00 2,527,052.60
2910 911 EMERGENCY SERVICES 39,771.28 1,274.50 -162.76 0.00 40,883.02
2913 911 WIRELESS SERVICE FUND 110,870.02 0.00 -922.30 0.00 109,947.72
2914 911 WIRELESS HOLDING FUND 105,837.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 105,837.15
3000 JAIL/PUBLIC SAFETY BOND 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
4000 BUILDING AND REPAIR 480,870.25 743.73 0.00 0.00 481,613.98
5000 HOSPITAL 5,547.46 531.33 0.00 0.00 6,078.79
6000 MV STATE SHARE 36,704.99 38,769.94 -36,704.99 0.00 38,769.94
6001 IN LIEU OF PROPERTY 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6003 HIGHWAY CASH: OVERLOAD FINES 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6006 DRIVER'S LICENSE & ID CARDS 703.00 0.00 -703.00 0.00 0.00
6009 NE SALES TAX 99,748.66 90,910.28 -99,748.66 0.00 90,910.28
6021 TIRE TAX 105.00 108.00 -105.00 0.00 108.00
6022 RETAIL/MISCELLANEOUS SALES TAX 233.10 213.64 0.00 0.00 446.74
6026 BOAT SALES TAX 12,390.07 6,418.21 -12,390.07 0.00 6,418.21
6027 ATV SALES TAX 330.26 1,510.70 -330.26 0.00 1,510.70
6030 STATE MOTOR VEHICLE TITLES 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6040 ORGAN ISSUE DONOR AWARENMESS 5.00 7.00 -5.00 0.00 7.00
6047 DL SECURITY SURCHARGE 310.00 325.00 -310.00 0.00 325.00
6048 IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICE 0.00 40.00 0.00 0.00 40.00
6050 DMV/DRIVER LICENSE 577.50 1,166.00 -577.50 0.00 1,166.00
6102 VALENTINE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 135,598.24 109,165.55 -135,598.24 0.00 109,165.55
6103 GORDON-RUSHVILLE HIGH 9,376.96 22,022.64 -9,376.96 0.00 22,022.64
6108 HYANNIS HIGH 7,210.37 21,642.04 -7,210.37 0.00 21,642.04
6110 HOOKER COUNTY 7,106.44 9,087.06 -7,106.44 0.00 9,087.06
6112 THOMAS HIGH 2,301.98 764.20 -2,301.98 0.00 764.20
6130 SD 30 GENERAL 18,883.22 38,653.06 -18,883.22 0.00 38,653.06
6202 VALENTINE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS QCP 0.00 0.43 0.00 0.00 0.43
6203 GORDON-RUSHVILLE HIGH QCP 95.61 272.90 -95.61 0.00 272.90
6204 HOOKER COUNTY QCP 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6205 THOMAS HIGH QCP 65.38 7.52 -65.38 0.00 7.52
6302 VALENTINE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS BLDG 955.05 718.28 -955.05 0.00 718.28
6303 GORDON-RUSHVILLE HIGH BLDG 80.89 230.88 -80.89 0.00 230.88
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6304 HOOKER COUNTY BLDG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6308 HYANNIS HIGH BLDG 780.59 2,476.78 -780.59 0.00 2,476.78
6310 HOOKER COUNTY BOND 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6330 SD 30 BLDG 840.15 1,948.05 -840.15 0.00 1,948.05
6500 COUNTY FINES & LICENSE 0.00 6,988.13 0.00 -6,988.13 0.00
6913 ESU #13 GENERAL 112.35 320.63 -112.35 0.00 320.63
6916 ESU #16 GENERAL 345.61 955.03 -345.61 0.00 955.03
6917 ESU #17 GENERAL 2,308.32 2,080.49 -2,308.32 0.00 2,080.49
7000 ESU #13 BOND 3.55 10.18 -3.55 0.00 10.18
7100 MID PLAINS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 9,661.48 8,050.36 -9,661.48 0.00 8,050.36
7101 WESTERN NE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 2,325.11 7,555.29 -2,325.11 0.00 7,555.29
7201 MID PLAINS COMMUNITY COLLEGE SINKIN 3,321.87 2,768.41 -3,321.87 0.00 2,768.41
7202 WESTERN NE COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOND 38.11 123.98 -38.11 0.00 123.98
7203 WESTERN NE COMMUNITY COLLEGE SINK 586.58 1,906.11 -586.58 0.00 1,906.11
7300 MIDDLE NIOBRARA NRD 6,058.72 5,369.53 -6,058.72 0.00 5,369.53
7301 UPPER LOUP NRD 846.17 1,062.83 -846.17 0.00 1,062.83
7400 MID NIOBRARA NRD SINKING 297.08 262.92 -297.08 0.00 262.92
7700 BARLEY FIRE 1.89 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.89
7701 CODY FIRE 50.58 135.85 -50.58 0.00 135.85
7702 GORDON FIRE 22.86 118.93 0.00 0.00 141.79
7703 KILGORE FIRE 164.39 585.05 -164.39 0.00 585.05
7704 MID CHERRY FIRE 3.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.72
7705 MERRIMAN FIRE 71.23 165.72 -71.23 0.00 165.72
7706 MULLEN FIRE 46.09 88.68 -46.09 0.00 88.68
7707 PURDUM FIRE 7.51 83.98 0.00 0.00 91.49
7708 SANDHILLS FIRE 178.90 560.42 -178.90 0.00 560.42
7709 THEDFORD FIRE 371.46 2.54 -371.46 0.00 2.54
7710 VALENTINE FIRE 1,788.17 770.82 -1,788.17 0.00 770.82
7711 WOOD LAKE FIRE 1,105.04 258.23 -1,105.04 0.00 258.23
7800 CODY FIRE SINKING 39.28 105.51 -39.28 0.00 105.51
7801 KILGORE FIRE SINKING 32.13 114.30 -32.13 0.00 114.30
7802 MERRIMAN FIRE SINKING 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
7803 MULLEN FIRE SINKING 2.56 4.90 -2.56 0.00 4.90
7805 WOOD LAKE FIRE SINKING 144.83 33.83 -144.83 0.00 33.83
7807 VALENTINE FIRE SINKING 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
7809 THEDFORD FIRE BOND 417.91 2.86 -417.91 0.00 2.86
8101 GORDON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 576.24 1,064.90 -576.24 0.00 1,064.90
8201 GORDON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOND 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
8450 DRAINAGE 168.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 168.30
8501 RANCHLAND FOODS TIF 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
8503 HWY 20 & 83 INFRASTRUCTURE TIF 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
8600 VALENTINE CITY 10,674.33 12,635.60 -10,674.33 0.00 12,635.60
8601 CODY VILLAGE 528.21 1,860.51 -528.21 0.00 1,860.51
8602 CROOKSTON VILLAGE 137.51 383.46 -137.51 0.00 383.46
8603 KILGORE VILLAGE 185.88 267.66 -185.88 0.00 267.66
8604 MERRIMAN VILLAGE 534.23 519.88 -534.23 0.00 519.88
8605 WOOD LAKE VILLAGE 225.38 266.82 -225.38 0.00 266.82
8606 NENZEL VILLAGE 9.53 153.22 0.00 0.00 162.75
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8610 VALENTINE CITY ROAD COLLECTIONS 1,352.68 1,469.77 -1,352.68 0.00 1,469.77
8611 CODY VILLAGE ROAD COLLECTIONS 53.35 228.72 -53.35 0.00 228.72
8612 CROOKSTON VILLAGE ROAD COLLECTIONS 8.75 25.04 -8.75 0.00 25.04
8613 KILGORE VILLAGE ROAD COLLECTIONS 26.74 41.96 -26.74 0.00 41.96
8614 MERRIMAN VILLAGE ROAD COLLECTIONS 35.63 45.09 -35.63 0.00 45.09
8615 WOOD LAKE VILLAGE ROAD COLLECTIONS 5.38 19.98 -5.38 0.00 19.98
8616 NENZEL VILLAGE ROAD COLLECTIONS 14.44 32.62 0.00 0.00 47.06
9000 SAWYER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9200 AG SOCIETY 693.02 826.62 -693.02 0.00 826.62
9201 AG SOCIETY SINKING 132.24 157.81 -132.24 0.00 157.81
9300 HISTORICAL SOCIETY 100.96 120.67 -100.96 0.00 120.67
9500 PROPERTY TAX RELIEF 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9501 REDEMPTION 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9502 PARTIAL PAYMENT 141.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 141.09
9503 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 0.00 24,995.23 0.00 -24,995.23 0.00
9506 MOTOR VEHICLE PRO RATE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9508 IN LIEU OF TAXES 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9510 NAMEPLATE CAPACITY TAX 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9511 TENTATIVE INHERITANCE TAX 456,492.60 5,788.89 0.00 0.00 462,281.49
9516 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9561 FOREST RESERVE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9562 GRAZING FUND 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9563 REFUGE FUND 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
9564 CARLINE TAX 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Grand Totals 11,668,720.12 861,570.90 -1,214,544.07 -31,983.36 11,283,763.59

Total of disbursements from your disbursement work was -1,214,544.07.
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Parlt Service 

National Register of IHistoric Places Registration Form NOV 2 8 1959 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in 
Guidelines for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate 
box or by entering the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not 
applicable." For functions, styles, materials, and areas of signiflcance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. 
For additional space use continuation sheets (Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Cherry County Courthouse 
other names/site number CE14-89 

2. Location 
street & number SW cor 4th and Main Sts 
citv. town Valent ine 
state Nebraska code NE countv Cherry 

N/A not for publication 
N/A vicinitv 

code 031 zip code 69201 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
[ ] private 
[x] public-local 
[ ] public-state 
[ ] public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[ ] building(s) 
[x] district 
[ ] site 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object 

Name of related multiple property listing:  
County Courthouses of Nebraska 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 1 buildings 
sites 
structures 

2 2 objects 
3 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously  
listed in the National Register 0 

4. Stote/Federal Agencv Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property \><\ meets [ ] does not meet the 

Jional Regist^ criteria. [ ] See continuation sheet. ^ 

ignature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal aeencv and bureau 
In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] See cont. sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal aaencv and bureau 
5. National Park Service Certification 
I, h^eby, certify that this property is: 
[vi entered in the National Register. 

[ ] See continuation sheet 
[ ] determined eligible for the National 

Register. [ ] See continuation sheet.. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

[ ] removed from the National Register.. 
[ ] other, (explain.) 

/̂ '/Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Government/courthouse Goyernment/courthouse 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Romanescfue 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone 
walls b r i c k 

roof asphalt 
other stone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
[X] See continuation sheet, section 7, page 1. 

8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

[ ] nationally [ ] statewide [x] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [x] A [ ] B [ ] C [ ] D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ ] A [ ]B [ ] C [ ] D [ ] E [ ] F [ ] G 
Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
Pol i t ics /qoyernment 

Period of Significance 

1901-39 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder  
Misner. W.T. 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance 
noted above. 

[X] See continuation sheet, section 8, page 1. 
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B u i l t i n 1901, the Cherry County Courthouse i s an unpretentious example 
of the Property Type, County Capitol. Unlike most Nebraska courthouses, 
i t has retained a t t r a c t i y e wrought iron fencing on the s i t e . Identifying 
features of the Property Type include i t s standing as a good example of 
public architecture i n the community, presence of features d i s t i n c t i y e 
to courthouse use, use of permanent materials, proyision for fireproof 
storage yaults, and the impression of a goyernment bu i l d i n g of permanence 
and s o l i d i t y . The courthouse o r i g i n a l l y had an entry tower between the 
hipped roof of the main body and gable-front wing, but t h i s t y p i c a l 
feature of the County Capitol was remoyed i n 1940. B u i l t i n 1901 and 
1904, respectiyely, the courthouses for Cherry and Sheridan Counties are 
a l i k e i n massing, materials, and o y e r a l l design, and both were the work 
of Omaha arch i t e c t W.T. Misner. Contributing resources are the o r i g i n a l 
courthouse, fence, and World War I-era statue. Noncontributing resources 
are the courthouse annex, 1984 yeterans' memtorial, and 1983 statue. 

The two-story brick-faced courthouse rests on a low rock-faced stone 
raised basement and also has l i m i t e d a t t i c space i n the gabled front-
facing wing. Red b r i c k i s l a i d i n s i x rows of common bond, then one row 
of headers. A simple metal cornice with pairs of colonettes at the gable 
ends i s painted white, as i s the stone basement. 

Hipped and gabled sections intersect to form a compact, roughly 50x60' 
rectangular shape. A hipped roof tower with corbels and round-arched 
windows once rose from the point of i n t e r s e c t i o n . I t was removed i n 
August of 1940 when an insect i n f e s t a t i o n was discovered; the tower had 
begun to leak i n the l a t e 1930s. 

Window treatment i s generally simple, and most haye b r i c k l i n t e l s of 
ra d i a t i n g youssoirs. The smooth stone s i l l s are also of uncomplicated 
design. Second story windows i n the gable end are longer and narrower 
than others. Two small a t t i c windows, also i n the gable end, haye more 
prominent round arches, a Romanesque Reyiyal s t y l i s t i c influence. These 
round arches, narrow windows, and nearby metal colonettes are the 
p r i n c i p a l s t y l i s t i c references. 

The centered entry vestibule opens onto the bend of an L-shaped hallway 
and also faces s t a i r s leading to the second f l o o r . A secondary or back 
entrance on the west facade i s tucked beyond the staircase. County 
o f f i c e s are placed o f f the hallway, and some haye angled entrances to 
them. Vault placement i s yariable within the county o f f i c e s . 

The i n t e r i o r features f i n e unpainted woodwork throughout, including 
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spindle balusters for the staircase and landing. High baseboards, a 
paneled newel with carved d e t a i l and beading, wood f l o o r s , and double 
doors at the yestibule are other o r i g i n a l features that contribute 
fayorably to the building's appearance. 

In addition to the tower removal, ext e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s include: metal 
storm windows oyer the o r i g i n a l wood frame double-hung windows, and the 
metal and glass entry door. A t a l l b r i c k chimney has been r e b u i l t . The 
i n t e r i o r retains considerable o r i g i n a l materials and a good sense of 
place. On the f i r s t f l o o r , removable p a r t i t i o n s have been added i n part 
of the east h a l l , o f f the stairway, to form more o f f i c e space. On the 
second f l o o r , modern paneling and a new furnace are found i n the hallway. 
The d i s t r i c t courtroom retains i t s o r i g i n a l layout and bar between 
spectators and the t r i a l space, but has modern wood paneling and 
replacement furnishings, including a carpeted jury box. 

The 1901 Cherry County Courthouse occupies the northeast corner of the 
courthouse s i t e , which i s the northeast quarter of a long and narrow 
block i n the O r i g i n a l Town of Valentine. Nearby are a number of public 
or semi-public buildings, including the c i t y h a l l and a church. Like 
other towns pla t t e d with the r a i l r o a d i n mind, Valentine's commercial 
street emanates from the r a i l r o a d with the courthouse at the other end 
of the main commercial street. The courthouse s i t e has been expanded 
oyer the years, but i t s commemorative statuary and other objects form a 
cohesive s e t t i n g that conveys the importance of county government i n the 
community and i l l u s t r a t e s the evolution of courthouse a c t i v i t i e s . 

A p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e wrought iron fence curves around the o r i g i n a l 
courthouse. Such fencing i s rare among Nebraska courthouse s i t e s . Just 
southeast of the courthouse i s a large metal statue of an eagle resting 
on a curved shape with a wagon wheel below. "1883-1983 Visionquest, 100 
years, G.R. Breel" i d e n t i f i e s the work. Because of i t s recent construc­
t i o n date, the object i s a noncontributing element. 

D i r e c t l y south of the courthouse i s the separate 1954 courthouse annex 
designed by the Omaha a r c h i t e c t u r a l firm of John Latenser and Sons. Both 
the 1901 and 1954 buildings on the s i t e house county o f f i c e s . The 1954 
b u i l d i n g i s one-story, f l a t - r o o f e d , faced with tan b r i c k (in the same 
pattern as the 1901 b u i l d i n g ) , and has limestone trim, e s p e c i a l l y around 
the simple recessed entrance. I t s small scale makes the building 
r e l a t i v e l y unobtrusive; i t s recent construction date renders i t a 
noncontributing element for t h i s nomination. The b u i l d i n g includes the 
county j a i l , f o r the j a i l i n the 1901 b u i l d i n g was condemned by the f i r e 
marshall, a factor i n the decision to b u i l d the 1954 b u i l d i n g . 
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Just south of the 1954 building i s a small park with two memorials. The 
f i r s t and more prominent has a t a l l granite pedestal with a metal plaque 
of the "Roll of Honor" of those from the county who served in World War 
I, and i t i s a contributing element. Above the pedestal i s a metal 
sculpture of an armed soldier in 1910s-era uniform. Behind this World 
War I memorial i s a simple three-part stone memorial erected in 1984 (a 
noncontributing element due to i t s recent construction date). I t i s 
"dedicated to the memory of a l l who are veterans. Inscribed here are the 
names of those veterans from this area who made the supreme sacrifice in 
defense of the freedoms we cherish." A simple metal flagpole i s behind 
this memorial, and a flower border of red cannas and yellow marigolds 
at the back of the small park effectively separates i t from a small 
parking l o t . 
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The Cherry County Courthouse i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t ( C r i t e r i o n A) 
for i t s association with p o l i t i c s and l o c a l government. The courthouse 
forms a s i g n i f i c a n t part of the i d e n t i t y of the county seat, Valentine. 
Notable s i t e , massing, and materials of the courthouse work together to 
mitigate the ef f e c t of a l t e r a t i o n s . O r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r elements are 
present to a s u f f i c i e n t degree to i d e n t i f y the property as a courthouse. 

The courthouse displays associative q u a l i t i e s of the Property Type, 
County Courthouses of Nebraska, since i t serves as the focal point for 
the administration of l o c a l government i n Cherry County. In addition, 
i t has the physical q u a l i t i e s of the Sub-property Type, the County 
Cap i t o l . Identifying features of the County Capitol include i t s standing 
as a good example of public architecture i n the community, presence of 
features d i s t i n c t i v e to courthouse use, use of permanent materials, 
provision f o r fireproof storage vaults, and the impression of a 
government buil d i n g of permanence and s o l i d i t y . 

The Period of Significance i s 1901, when i t was b u i l t , to 1939, when the 
" f i f t y year r u l e " takes e f f e c t . The Cherry County Courthouse i s being 
nominated as an example of the Property Type, County Courthouses of 
Nebraska (County Capitol) of the Context, County Government i n Nebraska, 
1854-1941, from the Mu l t i p l e Property Submission, County Courthouses of 
Nebraska. 

Cherry County i s the largest county i n Nebraska, embracing 5,979 square 
miles. Centered along the Nebraska-South Dakota border, the area i s part 
of the Sand H i l l s and i s suited to c a t t l e r a i s i n g . Early s e t t l e r s did 
not recognize the advantages of the area, and permanent settlement did 
not occur u n t i l the l a t e 1870s. 

Once the advantages of the area became known, settlement was rapid. In 
1878 the federal government re-located the Brule Sioux i n part of the 
Dakota T e r r i t o r y and established an Indian agency near present Valentine 
to administer the Indian settlement. In 1880 Fort Niobrara was created 
j u s t outside present Valentine. That same year construction began on a 
r a i l r o a d l i n e into the county. 

Evidence of permanent white settlement followed soon on the heels of r a i l 
construction. In 1882 boosters began buil d i n g up Valentine, and Cherry 
County was organized the following year. i n 1884 Valentine was 
incorporated. Population reportedly stood at 250 i n 1884 and reached 750 
ju s t two years l a t e r . 
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Businesses provided goods and services—saloons, general stores, saddlery 
shops, e t c . — t o the Indians and the m i l i t a r y , and the town boomed i n the 
l a t e r nineteenth century. However, the m i l i t a r y post closed i n 1906. 
Passage of the Kinkaid Act that increased the s i z e of le g a l homesteads 
further encouraged county settlement a f t e r 1904, and c a t t l e r a i s i n g 
remains an important economic pursuit. 

Named for Congressman E.K. Valentine, Valentine i s the only community of 
any s i z e i n the county and has always been county seat. The county 
i n i t i a l l y rented space for county use. In October 1900, the county board 
received a p e t i t i o n c a l l i n g f o r a $15,000 bond issue to bu i l d a 
courthouse. Voters approved the rather modest bond issue the following 
month.^ As was the case for adjacent Sheridan County i n 1904, Cherry 
County o f f i c i a l s b u i l t as co s t l y and elaborate a courthouse as they could 
afford. 

In February of 1901 Valentine residents donated $150 for a courthouse 
s i t e , which the board accepted. The board selected W.T. Misner, an Omaha 
arch i t e c t , to design the courthouse. William Maier, also from Omaha, was 
awarded the contractor contract on March 23, 1901 with a low bid of 
$13,979. 

Construction proceeded r a p i d l y , and on the afternoon of July 13, 1901, 
cornerstone ceremonies were held. On November 14, 1901, "after a 
thorough examination the board accepted the court house and made f u l l 
settlement with the contractor William Maier," according to commission­
ers' records. And on November 25 and 26, the county o f f i c e r s moved into 
the Cherry County Courthouse. 

^In contrast, the more populated counties of Saunders and 
Seward b u i l t $87,000 and $100,000 courthouses i n 1903 and 1904. 
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Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion 

The nominated property occupies Lots 1-11 i n Block 10 of the Or ig ina l 
Town of Valent ine and i s roughly 275x150' i n s i z e . 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes that portion of the city block that encompasses the 
evolution of county services in the county. The boundary includes the 
1901 courthouse, 1954 courthouse annex, and a World War I-era commemora­
tive statue (among others) in a small park. These properties are 
adjacent to one another and surrounded on two sides by streets and an 
alley at the rear. County ownership ends at the south end of the parcel, 
and the park marks a clear differentiation in use, ownership, and 
appearance. 
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CHERRY COUNTY VISITORS’ PROMOTION BOARD MEETING 

REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 6, 2023-2:00 P.M. CST-MA’S CAFÉ AT WOOD LAKE 

 

Present:  Greg, Rich, Sara and Kim 

Guest:  Holden Mundorf, Jean Penney, Anita Olson and Norma Cozad 

Staff:   

 Greg explained to the guest what the Cherry County Tourism Board do and some of the rules and regula�ons. 

The mee�ng was then called to order at 2:07 p.m. 

1.  Minutes for the May 2, 2023, mee�ng were reviewed and Kim made a mo�on to approve said minutes and 
Sara seconded the mo�on.  Upon mo�on duly made, the minutes were unanimously approved. 

2. Members reviewed the May bills/expenditures to be presented to the Cherry County Commissioners and 
reviewed the May financials.  Sara moved to approve the May bills and the financial as presented and Kim 
seconded said mo�on.  Upon mo�on duly made, the May bills/expenditures and financials were 
unanimously approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 The visitors introduced themselves and told some history about themselves: 

1 Holden Mundorf indicated that he is in college, works at his family’s ranch and at Husker land in Valen�ne 
and also is the owner of an Airbnb and a liquida�on store.   

2 Norma Cozad indicated that she owns an Ice Cream Shop and also sells jelly (wild berries) and baked items.  
She indicated that she knows that she needs a sign closer by the highway but knows the hoops it takes to 
work with the State on ge�ng a sign. 

3 Jean Penney has been a long-�me resident of Wood Lake and her husband is on the Village Board for Wood 
Lake.  Jean wants Wood Lake to survive and not die and she feels that it will survive.  She is involved with the 
Wood Lake annual BBQ/dance and this year they will be adding a cra� show and high school class reunion. 

4 Anita Olson has not lived in Wood Lake for very long but is a live long resident of Cherry County.  She also 
wants to see small towns keep going. 

Greg explained the sign grant that the Cherry County Tourism Board has for Cherry County towns and gave the visitors a 
copy of it.  Greg also explained the grants available for improvements to property such as bathrooms, etc. for the parks 
that have camper hookups.  Rich explained the event (one day, two day) grants that are available for adver�sing and 
indicated that their annual Wood Lake BBQ/Dance/Cra� fair would maybe qualify and indicated that the grant needed to 
be received by the Tourism Director prior to the July 18th mee�ng.   

Sara talked about the Dark Sky designa�on and feeling that Wood Lake could very much take advantage of this to bring 
people to Wood Lake.  Greg did some further explana�on of the Dark Sky designa�on. 

Conversa�on was had regarding the old Wood Lake school and the possibili�es of improvement, etc. that could be done 
with it.  Greg indicated that Mark Haage would be a good person to talk to as he is in charge of the economic 
developmental grants.   

NEW BUSINESS: 



1.  Wellness Center.  discussion was had regarding it and that there would be a mee�ng on Friday, June 9th with 
Good Life Architecture at 3:00 for the Board and then a public presenta�on at 5:30 p.m. 

2. Board was informed of the new part-�me hire, Ashtyn Hamlin. 
3. Anne and Rich will get to Security first to sign signature cards. 
4. Discussion on where to have the August mee�ng and it was decided to have the mee�ng in Merriman at the 

Bowering Ranch.  Discussion was had to have the October mee�ng at Smith Falls. 

REVIEW ITEMS: 

1.  Adver�sing:  Discussion was had regarding geofenced social ads during Nebraska Land Days in North Plate 
and TV ads in Lincoln and Omaha.  It was moved by Rich to not do geofencing social ads during Nebraska 
Land Days and that TV ads be done in Lincoln and Omaha and that we budget up to $10,000.00 for said 
adver�sing and Kim seconded.  Upon mo�on duly made, the mo�on was unanimously approved. 

2. Maintenance: 
a.  Parking Lot.  Hoefs are supposed to be coming and taking care of it. 
b. Fence:  Ron Lower is to be coming and fixing it. 
c. Sprinklers:  Have been handled 
d. Landscaping quote from Just For You was reviewed.  Sara moved to approve said proposal and to allow 

up to $2,000.00 total be paid for their quote and the raised flower bed and Rich seconded said mo�on.  
Upon mo�on duly made, the mo�on was unanimously approved. 

FURTHER ITEMS: 

1.  In July review of the Directors wages will be done. 
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